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Qitirmiut Nattilik Kivalliq N. Baffin S. Baffin Sanikiluaq
1 pt niptaittuq uvapti’ni iliptik
2 pk kipkaq unipkaaqtuq mipku
3 pq ulapgqijuq apquhaaqtuq  apqut
4  ps/h iliphi taphi ;1:1: s;lii;k
5 bl ublaami qablu qablunaaq
6 b kibjaut
7 bg abguqtuq
8 dj tadja
9 ff iliffi
10 ¢t qanuritpit tatpaunga qanuitpa
1tk ilagijatka itkitit utkusik
12 tq tatqiq patqut arnatquaksaaq
13 ts natsilik natsiq atsak
14 kp havakpit kukukpaaq akpa ikpiarjuk
15 kt qitiguhuktuq auktuq fjurusuktuq tissigusuktuq
16  ks/h  ikhivajuq hiksik iksivajuq iksivaaqtuq
17 K akla aklunaaq angajukligpaaq
18 qp muqpaujaq haqpik uiqaqpit nuliaqaqpit kingulligpaaq  isiqpuq
19 qt qurluqtuq takuniaqtuq itiqtuq isiqtuq ugaqtuq uqaqtuq
20 | gs/h | gaghauq munaghi ugqsuq tammagsimajuq  isigsimajuq aqsaq
21 ¢ nuvigluk nukagliqpaaq ikiaqliq
22 vj kivijaqtuq ivjujuq
23 vr avrana iluvruaq
24 vg ivgut avguqtaa
25 jv ifvit
26 g ifgaak
27 jr tufrutuq
28 g algaut afgak
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Qitirmiut Nattilik Kivalliq N. Baffin S. Baffin Sanikiluaq
29 | Iv ilvit talva
30 Ir angilraujuq afraaq alraagu
31 ke uqalraaluktuq
32 gv havagvik nigvik allagvik sagvik
33 gl niglaqtuq aglu igluinnaq iglulik
34 g qimugjuk ugjuk kakiagjuaq qimugjuk
35 v arnarvik aanniarvik uviningniarvik tuksiarvik niuvirvik isirvik
36 1l niaqurliuqtuq  hirluaq alurluijaut qitirluktuq qimirluk aarluk
37  1j qarjut hilarjuaq iglurjuaq iiraarjuk nirjutit nirjutit
38 rm qarmagq qarmaq qarmagq qarmagq qarmagq qarmagq
39 hingirniq inirniq arnaq arnaq irniq
40 rng tuurngaq upirngaaq paarnguqtuq irngutaq paurngaq
41 mn imnaq qamniq uvamnit
42  mng  qamnguqtuq imngirut imngiqtuq
43  mr imrut
44 nm tatgighiunmi hanmijuq
45 nr paanruliaq
46 nng  uin’ngaqtuq kannguhuktuq = pighinngittuq uqalugviginnga  sanannguagaq = pinnguatuq
47 ngm | tingmiaq titirarvingmi inungmik angmagqtuq
48 ngn  ihumangnik angna pingna sangniqtuq
49  mrng imrngusiq
total 49 37 42 32 20 11 10

A0®DC NNGSgS1C ADN.Ac€ Lclbh¢© 11



/e g CBo M NJC/NNSSCPo*MPNJC A/LPyndcc

C¥Ro @0 A®2%® I **o® AlLIMndc™o® AoDC NNGSo S, “bos
<%®ePJ*aL*LC.

BSbdCJNcE PbdCJIND* D>, ICD/ST? LP%0_526-€ A<
DPARANANC DSbdCINc>a® >bdCJNsb*™NIaly, <L ACDIST® LSP*al s o Ac™a®.

Cea AL%abbn<dct  Coa

Ac PO oa ¢ AL%a bondct Ac<oMSH26C
> > AL®*a Pbndct DR}

“b.on I AL®a bbn<dc®  Sbon €O

NNGENe/Lo*L Lera<dwdse DSh>Ycn*La®. bR a ®>NC
NNGENseZL*L L AcKA DORDS DSa AP NN LeaC DbD/C JPY e
(SPPSOC Y SJCNPITD> o) DR HGC J* QW cD< NarlLy*Lo® AoA%q ®I¢

B A Iy PaABRC DR HGC INCNKIGAIA%Q S HJ Sbo%™ gL LSeAD>L
AHAC ] TeceCE PSbdCHL*LE DSbdC* ML Lo H%GC DP Lot H2aC qPrne<C,

L <LL S <LL Sb

AC*NC ADAC @ HC®<EIC b QL § g AMegt A< Hv<c CN*LNe (CLST®

o CcSeC>b (SPegedC Sba ). b Hd PcSa ASY*<Na NNGeC>ILa™L,

DR HG5C g ®CAC DNNANS O “APAPDIDY” ao SboSo accSL LA,

T CC®CE SPc_bdednb<C ShagSa, CAL D>a P>t b ALP<edSgeh>odae<C [>q >DSb S,

NNLD%® AL®*a PN NNGSeD%®
“bofeD%® AL®*aPbndc®  Sbon O

Ac_®abdC U QL § CLLCPSbeCs®IC bNCPYS*LC XM .0f o AoS:

JALAN AL%aDbn<dct AN
,l‘i_)bdc S <LL %
ADACH® CHLSoNe NNGHMTRE PG % Dab=PaUeIre § 45 56dedc /25 Ude,
DI ¥ L S g AP A 50dRDe AP DRLN DN O D —C AL . ST,
INENANLS D APAPPS DU ao SboSa accSLEL®RADL, DSHBAC A HRU*g>(,

P o€ PI%®/Le<LC CAL Da D2 % g c®CC oo AN/ o ®hD<C CAL
>a P2 s

ATPHDLL A QBT DSh>P Dsh>ZD>< 53¢ ANKIRPC DML AAShe<e so

12 A0®DC NNGSgS1C ADN. A€ LcLbN©



Ac/o<"oN™> DIl L DreLseac @ APQSosb™Ire, Da so JP7asged® D%
Db DL AAhe<LC b Da b P ™J5o D% %,

Jrq.5® AL®*abtndc® LSa®
<D¥*g® AL®aPbndc?  <1DSgt (Cdod DsbDIP<
ANPC: qD5e-)

% gL %)
LSP> ALACOE gAb % bN*=LN“HMe AL%a NNGSC>Ro>St

Na < AL%Q D% Ko YT NP
AL%Q D=5 ety

SbPLP<ANDC hanannguaq hanngijuq

P/do, Ac*M*o Db PrYSo, bN*™LNNL*@®IC oAl ¢ (Da DI % gA)
LceC> oo DAL % o ALS. NNG®ISe o 5 ASIRLP<E Do D*NeOre *« CAL D>d<b @
+ % bN*a* e d%cSbndsbe>e Bl () BL @ PYodUC Pa @ gc®CP>a<SLE Da
Lc*od"DHo %,

G4\, Sb
o <5d" UL

Cea D%C>*M*andD™NO% ApPIC NNSDYSIC ID%CDYyn o, ID®C>R™LC
Db c PP 0t CAL*a <D0 CLA* O™ D%,

Atrqebde

Ac*MC Db PP, Ao]L™Ire PR TPo <L a“Nc* Do, Af'ede
0%b®CP>NB®IC, o c®CPa™L AY<PdC o%bc >bPIa oA PYJ ™
o C®CP>* o Lo L'a, SPTS, SbLo"Id . o%®bsag™L NNGP>Y*dE NNGNb®<Le
AL*a. NNGCPN® (), DaPNeO® € DR HGC < P P*CO% CdibcCs/L>NIC,

L€a. AL®aDin<dct  La
SPELSb  SP<LLSe AL Don<c? SpP’ree

Q OHCPCHRY[I® pShCP>C II®CPNHJ PI¥ o L & + % gA¥.0o¢ (¥, DDa

AL LSe) IOPCPCCACREI™ AYLPIC 0%b™CHC LE*a YL o“cPNI, Da
sy, PYUCDM DY oo DML @

A0®DC NNGSgS1C ADN.Ac€ Lclbh¢© 13



Coa CCP>%, o%b®CP>C II%C>a*L AoPDC NNGSoSIC ID%C>Yn Ao
<IBCP*N @ CO%, IPCPHL @ ®I® Db PP 0¢ CAL*a o Ab®<PD of,
CLA® 5™ CD%,

P>SbP>r/C oS Ne
C2Ra PbDribod®IJc CLL®CHLLDo® PbDIC oY NC NNSPCHILo o,

05U ©

CLA%obY\® o0a 2 P>o, DbDP/C o™JbP*a®IC o DNt DIR5*GC aAb™(Do®
Dda™L <, € b, DIRH*GC o, BB . IA*Q NN, 0% € g c®CP>I*q ®I%®
DL @ DIRHGC Pa b AL%a % DSb®CHYC bd/ NSo<SLC —D>PINMLod, AL*a
D>Sb®IC “ASb A" AL*a D™D “ASbHAC” PYdo, ocC>o™L DP*Lo®
PR NNSGPCPALa oo AL*a. NNSA*a DY®IJC ASbOAS AL>q >*eD%
ASboA®, DS AL P O% 4IRS, /N0,

AOA*Q I, PY<a, AS5°d®IC 0SNG DSbDYSab IYnRyLC—DPINNod, AbSC
(“}ArAC AL H) QL AL (“ARAS AU HSACY). CALALLS, oS*LgCIse @ DSeC>{eq S5
>SH>YC 0% o ALoA>Q ®DC,

ADoA*a ®DC, D>J< DSbD>IC os%JsbeIC DI, o

. ANSB>AC Bl 05%eE€ € AL®a NNG®CS: Qe 4>,
pLLe

. DSBDIC “Actad” DR HEGC “Avgb” DShD>/SH®IC:
At 5%, A%PCSbNe, DLSeDNe

. dNSbP>PC oY Ne -1 (“D<eC ), M (“SPLLCIC),
-bd® (“q®dNNyede”), <L -2 (“<7*LDC)

JPPC DSEDYC o5 N NNG®/LLC DL €, <b¢_© ApA*Q ®DC:
. ArAWNC -AC DR Hege €
. DSbP>PC PSbPIb®IC “PRN g /“ACN gL H T -D€
-<JE, M.

T <LL -T° <Ll -T<

NNSENTSIE APLPYAHTRE CHLS/L = CCA <S5 > Alda NNGSC>REIC
T, -Te, <L T<.

T a5 A™/<™ ag®o™® B*LPd" 5 oA, -T® adaA%™A<™ P
boA*c*Lo®. -I€ DPb™®Io “aP™*LSce.”

14 A0®DC NNGSgS1C ADN. A€ LcLbN©



PaDyedA T Aba AY®D*L
(PaDb*dé\"  A®baAS*AL o, Pa T <ID%I%)

AaALP/D>C %I Pbc®IJb
(Aa. AP/ D Pb%\bc_G%° -IT II%I%)

OCe e D%
(@K% IDGA\DL - IDeI%)

d*re AlseCspeCse)JcC
(db ATSBSADIPYD>*LC -[€ gDeI5b)

Ac NS ADAS, ADeDe spPeC 5< gNdoC CLAg® - <L - GDAC > *L -Te,

NNG®/LL%NJC, -8 QL -IC <rpPePeO*Neq Dhn<é®e DP*Me DPYa SN<Sa<SLNe,

bNLAGCEC b*MecgS[€ bNLc_D¢
AL%a PNt
bNLAGCEC b*Mecro T bNLc D¢
(ag®ac*L)

Drase ACNJSgTC sbPpLSdY DY
AL*a Prndc?

DS ACNSaTe Sb>pLSdy DS
(P <D5d5D<I%®)

-0 JLL -o°® L -o¢
LcL*MC L™ <€ DoSoGP/o¢ oJ* g Do¢ -o, -gb, <L -o¢C.

PaDLed\ g A0PIP*Q Db Q e<eI®
(Pabyedd\ ™ Cvra ®<*LC ApbIP% #Io® o= II®I%)

0CSa® SHGhDLeCE *DJC
(BGIDLE 0CE AC.GNUS, —g ID%I%)

ASPba AY®*Na € NNSAD>ALIJC. ]
(A%ba AZ9°NC A NNPOPCUNNLNJIC —o € ID®I%)

A0®DC NNGSgS1C ADN.Ac€ Lclbh¢©

15



AlcSN*~C

A0°D¢ NNSSo]C DN IS <1_<'qo_““P<<°CPC[>9C Dqt?“LDquqbﬂ_f““‘“F‘C:)_oc
0a ®bNM*MI.0% 5 INBPLBNM o I NNG®CHALIcLS Ao®IC C°do™L Dndcro®
LNbeCndce N®ePCPRcANcLE 0a 2 PcLot 10%CP<*a "o <LC.

AASedNENSHPSY D>SHD>PPNSHPYY 5GC, DSHSAN OJ:
ADOAC Db Pegb CAJYcDSeNC

PSpPCse: 1-855-232-1852

867-975-5545

IUT@gov.nu.ca
www.taiguusiliugtiit.ca

16 A0®DC NNGSgS1C ADN. A€ LcLbN©



Inuktut Titirarnirmut Aturialiit: Maligaksat

Pigiarninga......cooouiiiiiiiiiii i 2
QanUItEUUNINGA «.oooiiiiiiiiiiii e 2
INUKEULT NIt .o 3
Nipit ajjigiinnginningit ... 4
sammah 4
J MM Yo 4
Nilliusiit ajjigiinngiarjukulungningit............................ 5
Nipit katinngajut.......cooooiiiiiii 5
Asingit isumagijarialit nipinut katinngajunut........................ 8
t nipigaqtut sivurngagut............... 8
Vv nipini katinngajuni............... 9
p amma h katinngajut..............ooo 9
rj,gj. dj, bjammajj......... 9
B8 9
Nipit katinngajunnaqtut..............cocooiiiii 10
Asingit nilligtauningitigut/titiragtauningitigut isumagijarialit ......... 12
Ugakutaagutilit ugakutaagutiganngittullu, atausirmik
marruungnigluunniit nipilit................ 12
G AMMA F MM G oot 12
Surlukkut ramma ng ... 12
NNG aMMa N NG ..o 13
Iggiakkut ... 13
Ugausit NUMNQUNGIT......ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiccec e 14
NUMMQGUANT M L 14
-mi amma -mik amma -mit ... 14
-ni amma -nik amma -nit ... 15

ISUTIEETJUTAA ..o 16



Pigiarninga

Taanna sanajaujuqg maligaksauniarluni Inuktut (Inuktitut Inuinnagtullu) titirarnirmut
maliktaujarialingnik. Taakkua maligaksat aaggiksugtaulaugsimajut Inummarilirijikkunnut

titirarnirmut maligaksagaliqullugu.

Nuvipiri 2016-ngutillugu Inuit Ugausinginnik Taiguusiliugtiit, Nunavummiunut ugausilirinirmut
pijunnautiqaqgtitaujut, ugaujjilaugsimangmata nunavut Gavamanganinngaaqtulimaat

asingillu titiragsimajut maligiagarninginnik titirarnirmut maligarnik. Atuliqujaujup ilagilluniuk,
taiguusiliugtikkut titiralaugtut nunavut gavamanganni “iqganaijaqtut atugattariagarninginnik
titirarnirmut maligaliangusimajunik.” Ugagsimagilluni taiguusiliugtikkut “saqgqittilaarninginnik
maligaksauniaqgtunik” Inuktut titirarnirmut atugaksauniaqtunik kikkutuinnarnut.

Nunavummiulimaanut turaangajunik saqqittijunnautigigattigut. Inuit gaujimajunnarniarmata
ganugq Inuktut ugausiit nilligtausuungungmangaata titiragsimaningit maliglugit. Aturluni

Taanna saqqjitausimajuq piliriaqaqatigillugit iliqqusilirijikkut ilinniarnilirijikkullu.

Qanvuittuuninga

Inuktut titirarnirmut maligaksat maliktaujunnagtut tamainnut ugallausirnut, kisiani

Uuktuutigilugu, Inuinnaqtut amma Qikigtaalungmi Quttikturmiut imanna titiraqpaktut
ukuninga ugausirnik:

Inuinnaqtut Qikiqtaalungmi
Quttikturmiut
tulukkat tulukkat
kakkiviaq kakkiviaq
nirigapku nirigakku
kipkagtara kikkaqtara
havaktuq igqanaijaqtuq
mugpaujaq palaugaaq

pka ilanginni ugausirni Qikigtaalungmi Quttikturmiut uuminga kka atungaagtillugit.
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llaannikkut nalunaiqtausaaqtutut, ajjiginngittiammariktanginnik ugausirnik atugpaktut
maligagaqtuinnat titiragtauningitigut. Inuinnaqtut ugallakpaktut titirarunnagtut kipkag-
amma Qikigtaaluk Quttikturmiungit titiragpaktut kikkaq- nilliusingit maliglugit.

Imanna titiragsimajuq kipkartara, tammarniragtaujunnagpuq Inuktut titirarusirmik
malinngimmat, maligag marruuk titiqgaak katinngajuuk tamarmik nipiganngittuujariagarmatik
tamarmiglu nipiqaqtuujariagagtutik (takugiarlugu titiragsimajuq “Titirarniq nipiit
katinngatillugit”). Tamanna ugallausigagatigiinnginnirmuunngittug: imanna titiragpaktut
kipkartara nillirningit imanna titiragpaktunut kipkaqtara ajjituinnaringmagu.

tammagqtarutaujunniirasuarutaujut.

Inuktut titirarnirmut atugaksat atugtaujunnaqtut tamainnut gqaniujaagpaitut
galiujaagpaitullu—maliktaujarialiit tamainnut atugtaujunnagtut. Taimannganit, tamainnikasak
Nunavummi ugallausiit ganiujaagpaititut titiragattagsimajut, Inuinnaqgtut qaliujaagpaititut
titiraqpaktutik. Kisiani ajurnanngilaq naliatuinnaqg uqgallausiq titirarianga qgaliujaagpaititut
ganiujaaqgpaititulluunniit nilliusit ugallausirmit maliglugit.

Nalunaigtauttiariagagtuq galiujaagpaititut titirarluni Inuinnagtuuligtittiniunngilag.

ajjiunngittuujunnagput. Ugallausiq naliangugaluagpat titiragtaujunnagput aturialiktigut
titirausikkut, ganiujaapaingugaluagpat galiujaagpaingugaluagpat.

Inuktut nipit

Maligat tunngavingat Inuktut titirarnirmut aturialingni atausiq nipi = atausiq titiqqaqg.

ajjiunngittumik titiraqtauvakput nilligtauninga ajjiginngittaraangagu.

Nipit atuqgtaujut Inuktut titirarnirmut maliktaujarialingni nillirutit ammea nipit. Nilliutit
nilligtauvakput anirniq ganikkut aturlugu: i, u, amma a. Nipit nilliqtauvakput
nuqggagtilaukaglugu uvvaluunniit anirniq aminnigsakkuuligtillugu: p, t, k, g, m, n, s/h, 1, j, v,
r, q, ng, amma f. Ukua titiggat atugtauvangmijut ugallausit ilanginni b, d, amma f.

Qaliujaagpaititut, nilliutit nipiillu atuni titiggagaqtuinnat, kikittugu ng, atausirmik nipilik
marruungnik titiqgagaqtuni: una titiqgqaq n nilligtauninga g-mik maliktaunngittug.
Qaniujaagpaititut, tamaitakasak titiggat nipimik nilliutimiglu atuqgtut naaningit (naaniit)
nipiutillugit nilliutiganngillutik. Tavvani ugausigalluatarniagtugut nipinik, taakkunani
titiragsimajuni tammaqtaugajungnigpaungmata.
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Nipit Inuktut aviktausimajunnagtut pingasuinut ganuq nilligtauningit maliglugit:
nipiganngittut, nipilit, amma surlukkuugqtut.

Nipiganngittut ptkqs/h t(f)
Taakkua nilligtaujut nipiqautimik aturatik,
anirnituinnarmik atugtutik, isijjuktutitut.

Nipiliit vijgr(bd)
Taakkua nipit nipigautimik imiaktittillutik
nilligtaujut inngiqtutut.

Surlukkut m n ng (r)
Taakkua nilligtaujut nipinga surlukkut
nilligtugu.

Taakkua nilliruvigit immikkuurlugit nilliutiganngillugit (ajurnarujugunnagtug!),

Qaujimagit r immikkuugtillugu nipigaqgtuq, kisiani nilligtaujunnarmijuq surlukkut
katinngatillugu surlukkuugtumik nipimik, suurlu arnaq.

Nipit ajjigiinnginningit

Nipit nalunaigtaujuq atugtaujuinnauvanngittut ugallausilimaani. Uuktuutigilugu, nipi t
atugtauvanngittug Inuinnagtut, Qikigtaaluup Nigiani, Nunavingmillu ugallausinginni;
taakkuali ukuninga atugpaktut s, t, I, uvvaluunniit h ugausiqtanga maliglugu.

sammah

Inuinnaqgtut, Nattilingmiutut, amma Kivallirmiutut ugallausingit atugpaktut uuminga h nipimik
asingit ugallausit atugpaktillugit uuminga s nipimik. Inuktut titirarnirmut atugaksat maliglugit
h -mik nilligpaktut aturunnagtut h-mik titirausikkut.

sila savik isuma
Asingit ugallausiit atungaagpaktut h-mik.

hila havik thuma

jammay

Inuinnagtut ugallakpaktut ilaannikkut titiragpaktut j nipinganik immikkuugtillugu nilliutit
akurnganni imanna y.

iyi nauyaq hivayaut
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atugtaujunnaqtuq tamainnut kakkua titiragsimajut pikkunaniittututtiag nipigagtut.

iji naujaq sivajaut

g nipigqugtunnginnigsaujug ugausirni suurlu atigi,
nipigqugtunigsaullunilu ugausiqtut (suurlu Qallunaatut
nipimut g suurlu garden) ugausiqtut iglu.

« Vv taimannattauq Qallunaatut nipigagpalattijug asianik
nipimik maliktillugu, suurlu qavlu uvvaluunniit uvlaaq.

« jnilligtauvakpugq j-tut Qallunaatit suurlu judge
katittaraangat nipikkannirmut: kuujjuaq, ugjuk, asingillu.

o Amisuni ugallausirni | marruujaraangatik lla,
nilligtausuunguvuq “dl,” -nguvalattilluni, suurlu qulliq
uvvaluunniit kallak.

ugausiit tukinginnik. Taimaimmat, ajjiunngittuunngilat titiraqtauninginnik: g
titiragtaunginnaujarniaqtuq imaak g nipigaraluagpat nipikinnigsaugaluagpat, v suli
titiragtauvakpugq v nilligtaugaluaqgtillugu imaak b.

Nipit katinngajut

Nipit katinnganiragtauvakput marruuk nipiik kinguliriiktillugik ugausirmi:

iglu arnaq
taaqtuq ugsuq
maktaaq tatqiq
kivgaluk

Maligalluataujugq titirarniarluni marruungnik nipiingnik Inuktut titirausirmi tamarmik
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nipiganngittuq katitillugu
nipiganngittumut (p, t, k, q, s/h, 1, f) napaaqtuq
tuktu / tuttu
pigsiq / pighiq
aktunaaq / aksunaaq /
aktunaaq/ atsunaaq

nipilit katillugit nipilingnut (v, 1, j, g, r, b, d) iglu

ullumi / uvlumi

arviq

ugjuk / ujjuk
surlukkuugtut katillugit surlukkuugtunut (m, n, ng, r) ingniq
(lggaumalutit r nipigarunnarmat imnaq / innaq
surlukkuurunnagtunilul!) arnaq

imrusiq / imngusiq

tamarmik nipit katittunnagtut maliganganik maliktuinnat.

llaannikkut ugausit ilajaujariagaraangata isulijjutiqariagaraangataluunniit, nipiingnik

nipiganngittuinnaulirniarmatik, surlukkuugtuinnaulirlutigluunniit.

ilisaq + vik (g nipiganngittug, v nipigaqtuq) — ilisarvik (r amma v nipiliinnaak)
ilinniag + vik (g nipiganngittug, v nipilik) — ilinniarvik (r amma v nipiliinnaak)

Titiqgaq q asijigtug uumunga r tamarmik nipigaqtuinnaulirniarmatik. Titiragsimajut imanna
ilisaqvik uvvaluunniit ilinniagvik tammagqtuk.

magsimajunniigtittijaraangattalu nipinik katinngajunik ajjigiiligtillugit nipiganngittut/nipilit/
surlukkut, tamaanngassainnaqg ganirminngaaqpaktuq:
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Nillivitt | 58 | 5% | 5§ | 55 | 58 | &%
Place of é‘g %8 é% —@& é'é %Ez
. . g ~ = = A~ [=} s 2 iy @)
Articulation ] £ < & g = 3
N Z
Nipiqarniit
Manner
of Articulation
Nipiqanngittut
Nugqqaqtaqtut p t k q ’
Voiceless Stops
Nipiqanngittut Kajusijut
Voiceless Continuants [f] s/t h
Nipilit Kajusijut
Voiced Continuants v [b] Hid] ] & f
Nipiliit Surlukkut
Voiced Nasals m n ng

Inuktut Nipigausiit
Inuktut Phonology Chart/August 2018

Nipit asinngugtitaujunnagtut nillirvingata ajjinganiituagpat nipit katinngajut maligangannik
malittiarniarmata. Qaujimagit s/h amma f taimanna asinngugtitaujariatugajunngittut—
katinngajaraangata, kingullingaat asijjigtaungaagajuktut.

Tammagtaugajungnigpaujut nipiit ukua g amma r ammalu k amma g amma ng.
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Iggaumalutit:

Nipiganngittut sivuniagut (p, t, k, q, s/h, uvvaluunniit f), nipiganngittumik nipimik aturlutit: q

unaunngittuq r, k unaunngittuqg g.

ugalaurtuq
ukiurtagtumi

ugaalavviugattarsimaningani

qainiarput
tusaqtitaujugsat
umigsimaniaqtut

Nipigaqtut sivuniagut (v, |, j, g, uvvaluunniit r),
q, g unaunngittuq k, asingillu.

ilisagvigjuaq
nunagjuami
savakvik
naunaiqlugit
uvamniklu

imannaujarialik
imannaujarialik
imannaujarialik
imannaujarialik
imannaujarialik
imannaujarialik

ugalauqtuq

ukiugtaqgtumi
ugaalavviugattaqsimaningani
gainiagput

tusaqtitaujuksat
umiksimaniagtut

nipigaqtumik nipimik aturlutit: r unaunngittuq

imannaujarialik
imannaujarialik
imannaujarialik
imannaujarialik
imannaujarialik

ilisarvigjuaq
nunarjuami
savagvik
naunairlugit
uvamniglu

Surlukkuugtut sivuniagut (m, n, uvvaluunniit ng), surlukkuugtumik nipimik aturlutit: r
unaunngittuq q, ng unaunngittuq k uvvaluunniit g, asingillu.

ilisarvikmit
ilagiikniq
ilisarnigmut
kivgaqtugniq
inuusigiknigmullu

imannaujarialik
imannaujarialik
imannaujarialik
imannaujarialik
imannaujarialik

Asingit isumagijarialit nipinut katinngajunut

t nipigagtut sivurngagut

Tamaikasak ugallausirni, t ajjiqaligpaktuq kingullirmik nipimik:

mit + vik —
pisuktut + lu —

mivvik
pisuktullu

ilisarvingmit
ilagiingniq
ilisarnirmut
kivgaqturniq
inuusigingnirmullu

Inuinnaqgtut, t imaittunngugpaktug I, ganuittumigluunniit nipimik malikkaluaruni:

mit + vik —
pisuktut + lu —

milvik
pisuktullu
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Inuinnagtut ugallakpaktut titirarajuktut ukuak katillugit tl imannaunngingaaqtuq I,
piluagtumik ilasiniaraangamik -lu, -li, uvvaluunniit -la ugausirmut isugagtumik imaak t.
Imailluagtug ll, imannaunngittuq tl.

aatla imannaujarialik aalla
ilitqusit pitqusitlu imannaujarialik ilitqusit pitqusillu

v nipini katinngajuni
Nalunaigtauggaujug, v nipini katinngajuni, piluagtumik maliktaujaraangat imaittumut |,
nipinga b-nguvalattijug, kisiani titiragtaulluni imanna v ganiujaagpaititut.

tablu uvvaluunniit taplu imannaujarialik tavlu
abgugtuq imannaujarialik avgugtuq

p amma h katinngajut

Ugallausiit uuminga atugpaktut h uumingaunngingaaqgtuq s, una p nipi amma una h
katitillugik imanna titiragtausuuq ph, nipinga qallunaatut imannauvalattilluni f (suurlu
Qallunaatut ugausiq physics). Ph nipinga titiragtausimajuqg ukungnunga ff Inuinnagtut.

pitsi, pissi, pipsi, piphi, piffi

tamatsi, tamassi, tamapsi, tamaphi, tamaffi

rj, gj, dj, bj amma jj

llangit nipigqugtujumik uuminga j nipimik (suurlu Qallunaatitut uqusiq judge) imanna tj
uvvaluunniit tdj nalunaigsinasuktutik nipinga atausirmik uuminga j, nipigqugtunigsauninganik
kisiani taimaittariatunngilag. Takujaraangatta atausirmik imaittumik j, qaujimajugut
nilligtauninganik Qallunaatut imanna yes. Takujaraangatta imanna jj, rj, gj, uvvaluunniit bj,
gaujimajugut nilligtauninganik Qallunaatut imanna judge.

pijjuti, arjak, ugjuk, tadja, kibjaut
ts

ts imanna nilligtaujunnaqtuq “tch,” kisiani imanna titiragtaulluni ts.

atchak imannaujarialik atsak uvvaluunniit attak
kutchuk imannaujarialik kutsuk
natchiq imannaujarialik natsiq uvvaluunniit nattiq
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Nipit katinngajunnaqtut

Unani nalunaigsimajut nipit katinngajunnaqtulimaat Inuktut titirarnirmut atuqgtaujarialingni.

Asilimaangit nipit katinngajut naammanngittut malingnatiglu Inuktut titirarnirmut

aturialingnik. lggaumalutit una r nipigagtuujunnarmat surlukkuurunnagtunilu.

Qitirmiut Nattilik Kivalliq N. Baffin S. Baffin Sanikiluaq
1 pt niptaittuq uvapti’ni iliptik
2  pk kipkaq unipkaaqtuq mipku
3 pq ulapgijuq apquhaaqtuq  apqut
4 pst) iliphi taphi jzz;i;iﬂ;ik
5 bl ublaami qablu gablunaaq
6 b kibjaut
7 bg abguqtuq
8 dj tadja
9 ff iliffi
10 tp qanuritpit tatpaunga qanuitpa
1tk ilagijatka itkitit utkusik
12 tq tatqiq patqut arnatquaksaaq
13 ts natsilik natsiq atsak
14 kp havakpit kukukpaaq akpa ikpiarjuk
15  kt qitiguhuktuq auktuq fjurusuktuq tissigusuktuq
16 ks ikhivajuq hiksik iksivajuq iksivaaqtuq
17 K akla aklunaaq angajukligpaaq
18  qp mugqpaujaq haqgpik uiqaqpit nuliaqaqpit kingulligpaaq ~ isigpuq
19 qt qurluqtuq takuniaqtuq itiqtuq isiqtuq uqaqtuq ugaqtuq
20 gs/h  qaghauq munaghi ugsuq tammagqsimajuq = isigsimajuq agsaq
21 ¢l nuvigluk nukagligpaaq ikiaqliq
22 vj kivijaqtuq ivjujuq
23 vr avrana iluvruaq
24 vg ivgut avguqtaa
25  jv ifvit
26 jg ifgaak
27 jr tufrufuq
28 g algaut afgak

10
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Qitirmiut Nattilik Kivalliq N. Baffin S. Baffin Sanikiluaq
29 | Iv ilvit talva
30 Ir angilraujuq afraaq alraagu
31 ke uqalraaluktuq
32 gv havagvik nigvik allagvik sagvik
33 gl niglaqtuq aglu igluinnaq iglulik
34 g qimugjuk ugjuk kakiagjuaq qimugjuk
35 v arnarvik aanniarvik uviningniarvik tuksiarvik niuvirvik isirvik
36 1l niaqurliuqtuq  hirluaq alurluijaut qitirluktuq qimirluk aarluk
37  1j qarjut hilarjuaq iglurjuaq iiraarjuk nirjutit nirjutit
38 rm qarmagq qarmaq qarmagq qarmagq qarmagq qarmagq
39 hingirniq inirniq arnaq arnaq irniq
40 rng tuurngaq upirngaaq paarnguqtuq irngutaq paurngaq
41 mn imnaq qamniq uvamnit
42  mng  qamnguqtuq imngirut imngiqtuq
43  mr imrut
44 nm tatgighiunmi hanmijuq
45 nr paanruliaq
46 nng  uin’ngaqtuq kannguhuktuq = pighinngittuq uqalugviginnga  sanannguagaq = pinnguatuq
47 ngm | tingmiaq titirarvingmi inungmik angmagqtuq
48 ngn  ihumangnik angna pingna sangniqtuq
49  mrng imrngusiq
total 49 37 42 32 20 11 10
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Asingit nilligtauningitigut/titiragtauningitigut isumagijarialit

Tavvani nalunaigsivuq asinginnik isumagijarialingnik Inuktut titirarnirmut, ganurlu
aaqgigunnarmangaata.

Ugakutaagutilit uqakutaagutiqanngittullu, atausirmik
marruungnigluunniit nipilit

Ujjirusugiarit ugakutaagutilingnik ugakutaagutiganngittuniglu, amma atausirmik
marruungniglu nipilingnik.

tanna imannaujarialik taanna
ilagiarlugilluniit imannaujarialik ilagiarlugilluunniit
uvalu imannaujarialik uvvalu

ganuritugq imannaujarialik ganurittuq

Titirattiagsimaninga malingniaqtuq uqausillaringanik. Qaujigiarunnagputit
titirattiagsimangmangaat llisapi Uuttuvaup ulirnaigsijjutiliangannit Ugausiit Tukingit
(Qikigtaalungmi Quttikturmiunut) uvvaluunniit Guan Angulaaliup sanasimajanganik
Inuinnagtut Qallunaatullu Ulirnaigsijjut. Uvvaluunniit tusattiarasutuinnarlugu ganuq
nillirmangaaqpiuk sukkaillugu nilligtat ugakutaangmangaat ugakutaanngimmangaalluunniit

nilligtaujuuk aginnikkut ganirmi). Qaujigiarlugu ulirnaigsijjutini titiragtausimaninga,
uvvaluunniit nilligtait tusattiariarlugu “ikpigilugulu” nani ganirni nillirmangaaqgpiuk. Nilligtat
gilakkuugquujikpat ganirni, taima unauvuq g; iggiakkuurnigsaugquujikpat, unauvuq r.

titigagtuq imannaujarialik titiragtuq
ganugittuq imannaujarialik ganurittug

llaannikkut g amma r tammaqtaugattaqtut katitaujaraangata asinginnut nipinut:
apigsuuti imannaujarialik apiqsuuti

Surlukkut r amma ng

Inuittauq tammarlutik titiragpangmijut uuminga ng unaunngingaaqtumik r

tusagaksauttianngittunnagtuuk—taimannattauq, tusattiariarlugu ikpigigiarlugulu nani ganirni
nillirmangaagpiuk. Ugagpit iluvasingninga gilangnut aktugsimakpat taima unauvuq ng.
Nilligtat ganirni iggiagpasingnigsaukpat, taima unauvuq r.
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lggaumajariagarmijuqg: ugausiq ugausiulluunniit pigiarutaa uuminga isugagpat q
ilasiniarlutillu uuminga m uumingaluunniit n pigiarnigagtumik, una q asijjirniagtugq uumunga
r; ugausiq uuminga isuqagpat k, una k unanngurniagtuq ng.

angnaq imannaujarialik arnaq
atungniq imannaujarialik aturniq (takulugu ugausiup

pigiarutaa: atuq-)

nng amma n’ng

Marruuk imaittuuk nipiik ng katinngatillugik imanna galiujaagpaititut titiragqtauvakpug nng.
sanannguag/hanannguag/sanngijuq

Kisiani, ilanginni ugallausirni, katinngatittijunnagtut nipimik n (unaunngittug ng nipi)
maliktauluni uumunga ng nipimut. Titiragtuq nalunaigsijumakpat unaunngittumik nng,
taima ukuak n + ng katinningik akunnigariagagpuuk uuminga (") uuma n kinguniagut una n
nilligtauniarmat una malingniarluni ng.

avin'ngaq
niagun’ngujunga

Taanna atugtaunginnariatunngittuq Inuktut titirausirmut atugtaujarialingni. Atugtauvangmat
ugallausirnut taimanna nilligpaktunut, tamainnuunngittug.

lggiakkut

llangit ugallausit, piluagtumik Kivallirmiuni amma Nattilingmiuni, iggiakkut
nuggagtautigaqtut, nilligtauninga iggiakkut nuggalaukaktuni nipi kingullig
nilligtaunnginningani: ma’na, qi‘miq, gamani‘tuaq. Nuggarninga titirausikkut titirariaqaqpat
imanna titiragtaujuq ('), unaunngittug t uvvaluunniit p unaunngittuq takugattagsimajattitut.

matna imannaujarialik ma’na
gitmiq, qipmiq imannaujarialik gi'miq

Nalulirutauvangmijuqg nuggagtaut atugtautillugu ukungnunga n + ng nipiingnut (n‘ng,
uutunaq avin’ngaq) atugtauttailivaktuqg iggiakkut nuggaqtaut maliinnaujarmat nillirutimut,
una n'ng, kingulliunginnaujagtuni uumunga n.

Taannattauqg, nuggaqgtaut atugtauninga Inuktut titirarnirmut atugtaujarialingni

atugtaunginnanngittug. Atugtaujunnaqtuq ugallausirnut taimanna nipigagpaktunut,
tamainnuunngittuqg.
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Uqausit nurngungit

Tavvani ugausigarniaqtugut tammaqtaugajuktunik ugausiit nurngungitta
titiragtausimaninginnik.

Nurnguanin

Tamainnikasak Nunavummiuni, ugausit nurngugarunnagtut nilliutimik uvvaluunniit
nipiganngittunik ukuninga p, t, k, uvvaluunniit q. Ugallatuinnaqtillugit, nurngua t
nilligtaujunnaqtug uumunga n uvvaluunniit una k imanna ng ugaqtaujut kajusittiarniarmata
—uuktuutigilugu, imanna ugaqtut “Igaluin” imannaunngittuq “lgaluit.” Kisiani, nilliqgtauninga

iglut (“amisut iglut”) amma iglun (“ivvit igluit”). Taimaimmat, nurnganiittug n
atugtaujunnaqgtuq ugausit nurngunginni Inuinnaqtut.

Inuinnaqtut, ukua ugausiit nurngugagtut uuminga n:

o Atigausiit uuminga nurnguliit t imanna titiragtat: angun,
apun, uumman

o Ugausiit “ilingnik” uvvaluunniit “pingnik” ugausiqaqgtut:
iglun, inrutaqtin, tusaqtutin

« Atiqausit nurngungit -mun (“upaktamut”), -min
("qgimaktamit”), -kkun (“agqutigijakkut”), amma -tun

("ajjingatut”)
Asingit ugausit nurngungit titiragsimajut uumunga t, aglaat Inuinnagtut:
o Amisuujjutit -it uvvaluunniit -t
« Ugausit ugausiqaqtut “uvattinnik”/"pittinnigluunniit”: -vut,

-jugut, asingillu.

-mi amma -mik amma -mit

Titirattiarnirmut isumagijariagarmijut tammagsimanngittariagarningit ukua isuani
titiraqtauvaktut -mi, -mik, amma -mit.

-mi nalunaigsijuq naniinnirmik gangakkullu ganuilaurnirmik. -mik nalunaigsijuqg kisu
ganuinninganik. -mit tukiqagtuni “nakinngaarnirmik.”

kiinaujakkuvingmi igganaijagtunga
(kiinaujakkuvik igganaijarvigigangni, una -mi atugtuq)
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pinasuarusiulaagtumi gikalaaqtuguk
(pinasuarusiulaagtumi gikarvigalaarassik -mi atugtuq)

nutaarmik nasarmik atugtunga
(nasaq aturaviuk -mik atugtug)

kuungmit imiqtagattagtugut
(kuuk imigarviugijaungmat, -mit atugtuq)

llangit Inuit, piluagtumik Qikigtaaluup Nigianit tamainnik -mik amma -mit aatusuut

tukisinattiarniarmatik.

Katimajiralaat Kangigtinirmit katimalaagtut
imannaujarialik
Katimajiralaat Kangigtinirmi katimalaaqtut

(naniinninga)

Ujjigsuttiarnirmit gaujimaqujaujugut
imannaujarialik
Ujjigsuttiarnirmik qaujimaqujaujugut
(kisu atuqujaujuq)

-ni amma -nik amma -nit

Maligangit malingmijut unurnirarusinut nurngunginniittunut -ni, -nik, amma -nit.

kiinaujakkuvingni Inuktuurunnagtugaruminagpaktuq
(kiinaujakkuvingmi takujuminagpangmat Inuktuurunnaqtunik -ni

atugtuq)

nutaarnik garasaujagtaalaaqtugut
(garasaujat nutaat pilaarattigut, —nik atugtugq)

igganaijaqtinit titirarviusimajugut.
(igganaijaqgtit amisut titiggaqtaarvigigattigut —nit atugtug)

Inuktut Titirarnirmut Aturialiit Maligaksat
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Isulittijjutaa

Inuktut titirarnirmut aturialiit ajurnanngippaallirutauvut ugallausigagatigiinngittunut
nunaqgatigiinngittunullu tusaumaqatigiingnirmut. Titiragtausimajulimaat Inuktut
taakkuninga aturialingnik malittiagattarialiit saqqitauvalliajulimaat Nunavummiulimaanut
atugtaujunnarniarmata.

Apigqutiksagarussi uqausiksagarussiluunniit, ugarvigilugu:
Inuit Ugausinginnik Taiguusiliugtiit

Akiganngittuq: 1-855-232-1852

867-975-5545

lUT@gov.nu.ca
www.taiguusiliugtiit.ca
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Infroduction

This document is intended as a brief guide to Inuktut (Inuktitut and Inuinnaqtun) spelling standards.
Inuktut spelling standards (ISS) were developed by the Inuit Cultural Institute in 1976 to address
inconsistencies in Inuktut spelling and ensure that there were consistent rules for writing Inuktut.

In November 2016 Inuit Uqausinginnik Taiguusiliugtiit IUT), the language authority for Nunavut, directed
that these Inuktut spelling standards should be used for all official publications of the Government of
Nunavut. As part of this directive, IUT stated that the Government of Nunavut must “facilitate the use of
the standardized spelling rules by employees and others.” It also stated that IUT “will publish guidelines to
facilitate the use of ” Inuktut spelling standards by the general public.

Consistency in spelling is very important when producing documents in Inuktut. It allows Inuktut materials
to be produced for all of Nunavut. It allows people to correctly predict the pronunciation of Inuktut
words from the way they are written. By using a consistent set of symbols and spelling rules for all dialects,
these Inuktut spelling standards make communication between regions and dialects easier while making the
distinctive features of each dialect clearer.

This document was produced with the participation of the Department of Culture and Heritage and the
Department of Education.

Overview

Inuktut spelling standards apply to all dialects of Inuktut but allow for pronunciation differences between
dialects. This means that words that are pronounced differently in different dialects may be written
differently using Inuktut spelling standards. For example, compare the Inuinnaqtun and North Baffin
versions of the following words:

Inuinnaqtun North Baffin
tulukkat tulukkat
kakkiviaq kakkiviaq
nirigapku nirigakku
kipkaqtara kikkaqtara
havaktuq iqqanaijaqtuq
mugqpaujaq palaugaaq

Sometimes the words are exactly the same. Sometimes there is a small difference in pronunciation that
cannot be predicted—for example, Inuinnaqtun has pk in some of the words where North Baffin has
kk instead. Sometimes, as in the last two pairs of words, completely different words are used in different
dialects. However, all of the variations shown above are written following Inuktut spelling standards.
Inuinnaqtun speakers can write kipkaq- and North Baffin speakers can write kikkaq- according to the
differences in their pronunciation.
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A spelling like kipkartara, on the other hand, is not compliant with Inuktut spelling standards because it
does not follow the rule that two consonants together are always both voiceless or both voiced (see the
section titled “Writing consonant clusters”). This is #oz based on a dialectal difference in pronunciation:
speakers who write kipkartara are not pronouncing the word differently from those who write
kipkaqtara. Differences in spelling that are not based on differences in pronunciation create confusion
and inconsistency, which Inuktut spelling standards are designed to avoid.

Inuktut spelling standards apply to writing in both syllabics and roman—the same spelling rules are
followed in both. Traditionally, most dialects in Nunavut have been written in syllabics, while Inuinnaqtun
has used roman. But it is possible to write any dialect in either roman or syllabics following the
pronunciation in that dialect.

It should be emphasized that writing in roman does not automatically make text Inuinnaqtun. What makes
dialects distinct is not the writing system used but the different words used in different dialects, which
sometimes involve variations in grammar and pronunciation. 4y dialect can therefore be written using a
standard writing system, either syllabics or roman.

The sounds of Inuktut

The basic principle of Inuktut spelling standards is one sound = one symbol. We do not use different symbols
to write the same sound. Sounds are written differently only if they are pronounced differently.

The sounds of Inuktut used in Inuktut standard spelling are vowels and consonants. 1 owels are sounds made
by the breath flowing freely through the mouth: i, u, and a. Consonants are sounds made by stopping or
narrowing the flow of breath in some way: p, t, k, g, m, n,s/h, 1 j, v, t, q, ng, and L. b, d, and f can occur
in some dialects.

In roman, vowels and consonants are all separate letters, with the exception of ng, which is a single sound
written with two letters: it is 7o an n sound followed by a g sound. In syllabics, most of the characters
represent one consonant + one vowel, while finals (or #aaniit) are consonants with no vowel. In this guide
we will mostly be talking about consonants, as this is where most spelling issues occur.

The consonants in Inuktut fall into three main groups according to how the sound is made: voiceless, voiced,
and nasal.

Voiceless ptkqs/hl(f)
These are sounds produced without the

vibration of the vocal chords, just with

breath, as in whispering.

Voiced vljgr(bd)
These are sounds produced with the
vibration of the vocal chords.

Nasal m n ng (r)
These are sounds made by letting the

sound go through the nose. r can combine

with any of these nasal sounds.
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If you try saying these consonant sounds by themselves without any vowel (this can be a bit difficult!), you
should be able to hear and feel the difference between voiced, voiceless, and nasal.

Note that r by itself is voiced, but it can also be nasal when it is next to another nasal consonant,
as in arnaq.

Variations in the sounds

Not all the sounds listed above exist in all dialects. For instance, the sound }is not used in Inuinnaqtun,
South Baffin, or Nunavik dialects; these dialects will use h, t, 1, or s instead, depending on the word.

s versus h

Inuinnaqtun, Nattilik, and most Kivalliq dialects have an h sound where other dialects have an s sound.
According to Inuktut spelling standards, dialects that have an h sound can use h in writing;

hila havik ihuma
Other dialects use s instead.

sila savik isuma

j versus 'y

Inuinnaqtun speakers sometimes spell the j sound when it occurs by itself between two vowels as y.
lyi nauyaq hivayaut

However, j and y are just two different ways of writing the same sound and do not reflect a real difference
in pronunciation between the dialects. In order for the spelling of this sound to be consistent across
dialects, and to follow the one sound = one symbol principle of Inuktut spelling standards that the same
symbols should be used if there is no difference in pronunciation, j can be used for all dialects. The words
below are pronounced exactly the same as the words above:

1ji naujaq hivajaut

Fine points of pronunciation

Some sounds, especially the voiced sounds, can shift their pronunciation slightly when they are combined
with other consonants. Some differences you may notice:

e g has a softer pronunciation in a word like atigi, and a harder
pronunciation (like the English g in garden) in a word like iglu.

o v likewise sounds like the English b in front of another consonant,
as in qavlu or uvlaaq. This can also be represented by bl, as in
ublaaq in the Inuinnaqtun and Kivalliq dialects.

e j becomes more like the j in the English judge when combined with
another consonant: kuujjuaq, ugjuk, etc.

o In many dialects, when 1is doubled as 11, it is pronounced like “dl,”
as in qulliq (qudliq) or kallak (kadlak).
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However, all of these differences are minor. They are predictable and do not affect the meaning of the
words. Therefore, they are not reflected in the standard spelling: g is always written g whether it is pronounced
hard or soft, v is still written v even when it is pronounced more like b, and so on.

Writing consonant clusters

A consonant cluster is when two consonants are next to each other in a word:

iglu arnaq
taaqtuq uqsuq
maktaaq tatqiq
kivgaluk

The basic rule for writing consonant clusters in Inuktut standard spelling is that both consonants have to be from
the same group. 'To provide a visual representation of this rule, the examples in this section are colour-coded,
with each colour representing a consonant group. In correctly spelled consonant clusters, both letters are
the same colour. In incorrectly spelled consonant clusters, each letter is a different colour. Remember,

there are three consonant groups: voiceless, voiced, and nasal.

voiceless with voiceless (p, £, t, %k, q, s/h, 1) napaaqtuq
tuktu / tuttu
pigsiq / pighiq
aklunaaq / akhunaaq / aktunaaq /
atsunaaq

voiced with voiced (v, 1,7, g, r, b, d) igla
uvlumi / ublumi / ullumi
arviq
ugjuk / ujjuk
qudliq / qulliq

nasal with nasal (m, n, ng, r) ingniq
(Keep in mind that t counts as either imna / inna
voiced or nasall) arnaq

imruhiq / imnguhiq / imngusiq

Notice that some of the examples above have different pronunciations in different dialects, but they all
follow the consonant-cluster spelling rule.

Sometimes when additional word chunks or grammatical endings are added to a word, two consonants
from different groups come together. In this case we have to change one of them (usually the first one) so
that they will be both voiceless, or both voiced, or both nasal.

ilihaq + vik (q is voiceless, v is voiced) — iliharvik (r and v are both voiced)
ilinniaq + vik (q is voiceless, v is voiced) —» ilinniarvik (r and v are both voiced)
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The q becomes an r so that both consonants will be voiced. Spellings such as ilihaqvik or ilinniaqvik are

incorrect.

Consonants can also be grouped according to what part of the mouth is used to make the sound. When
we modify or correct a consonant to make it voiceless/voiced/nasal, it is still produced using the same part

of the mouth:

Niliviit | 5% | 5% | 5F 5 & 5 & 5%
Place of %E %é %% %g %E %:q
Articulation | § £<d | 3% | E & %
Nipiqarniit 7
Manner
of Articulation
Nipiqanngittut Nuqqaqtaqtut . I ,
Voiceless Stops P 4
Nipiqanngittut Kajusijut
Voiceless Continuants ] s/k B
Nipilit
Voiced v [b] Hid) ] g r
Nipilit Surlukkut
Voiced Nasals [ n ng

Inuktut Nipiqausiit
Inuktut Phonology Chart/August 2018
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Consonants may be changed to another consonant in the same column to fit the consonant-cluster spelling
rule. Note that s/h and 1 usually do not have to be changed in this way—when they occur in a cluster, it is
usually the other consonant that changes.

The most common spelling errors involve the incorrect use of q versus r and k versus g versus ng.

Remember:

Before a voiceless consonant (p, f, t, k, ¢, s/h, or 1), use a voiceless consonant: ¢ not r, k not g, etc.

uqalaurtuq should be ugalauqtuq

ukiurtaqtumi should be ukiuqtaqtumi
uqaalavviuqattarsimaningani should be uqaalavviuqattagsimainingani
qainiarput should be qainiaqput

tuhaqtitaujughat should be tuhaqtitaujukhat
umighimaniaqtut should be umikhimaniaqtut

Before a voiced consonant (v, 1, j, g, r, b, or d), use a voiced consonant: r not q, g not k, etc.

ilihagvigjuaq should be iliharvigjuaq
nunagjuami should be nunarjuami
havakvik should be havagvik
naunaiglugit should be naunairlugit
uvamniklu should be uvamniglu

Before a nasal consonant (m, n, ng, or r), use a nasal consonant: r not q, ng not k or g, etc.

iliharvikmit should be iliharvingmit
ilagiikniq should be ilagiingniq
iliharnigmut should be liharnirmut
kivgaqtugniq should be kivgaqturniq
inuuhigiknigmullu should be inuuhigingnirmullu
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Other issues with clusters

t before voiced sounds

In most dialects, t becomes a copy of the consonant that follows it:

mit + vik —_— mivvik
pisuktut +lu = — pisuktullu

In Inuinnaqtun, t usually becomes 1, regardless of the following sound:

mit + vik —_— milvik
pihuktut + lu = — pihuktullu

Inuinnaqtun speakers sometimes have a tendency to write tl instead of 11, especially when adding -lu, -li, or
-luunniit to a word ending in t. This should be 11, not tL.

aatla should be aalla
ilitquhit pitquhitlu should be ilitquhit pitquhillu

vin clusters
As noted before, v in clusters, especially followed by 1, has a more b-like pronunciation, but is still written

as v in qanuijaagpait (syllabics).

tablu or taplu should be tavlu
abguqtuq should be avguqtuq

ph versus ff

In dialects that have h instead of s, a p sound and an h sound coming together are written as ph, though
the pronunciation may sound more like f (as in the English physics). The ph sound is written as ff in
Inuinnaqtun.

pitsi, pissi, pipsi, piphi, piffi
tamatsi, tamassi, tamapsi, tamaphi, tamaffi

rj, 9. dj, bj, and jj
Some people write the hard j sound (as in the English judge) as tj or tdj to emphasize that the
pronunciation is sharper than the single j, but this is not necessary. When we see a single j, we know it is

pronounced like the sound in the English yes. When we see jj, 1j, gj, dj, or bj, they are pronounced like
the sound in the English judge.

pijjuti, arjak, ugjuk, tadja, kibjaut

ts

ts may be pronounced like “tch,” but is still spelled ts.

atchak should be atsak or attak
kutchuk should be kutsuk
natchiq should be natsiq or nattiq

8 Inuktut Spelling Standards A Basic Guide



Valid consonant clusters

The table below shows all possible consonant clusters that can appear in Inuktut standard spelling, with

example words from different dialects. All other consonant clusters are not valid and do not adhere

to Inuktut spelling standards. Remember that r can be either voiced or nasal. In some dialects, like

Netsilingmiut, where jr occurs, the j is replaced with a retroflex r, which sounds similar to the z in the

French azure.

Qitirmiut Nattilik Kivalliq N. Baffin S. Baffin Sanikiluaq

1 pt niptaittuq uvapti’ni iliptik

2  pk kipkaq unipkaaqtuq mipku

3 pq ulapqijuq apquhaaqtuq  apqut

4  ps/h iliphi taphi ?Ziiﬁzk

5 bl ublaami qablu qablunaaq

6 b kibjaut

7 bg abguqtuq

8 d tadja

9 ff iliffi

10 tp qanuritpit tatpaunga qanuitpa

11tk ilagijatka itkitit utkusik

12 tq tatqiq patqut arnatquaksaaq

13 ts natsilik natsiq atsak
14  kp havakpit kukukpaaq akpa ikpiatjuk

15  kt qitiguhuktuq auktuq fjurusuktuq tissigusuktuq

16  ks/h  ikhivajuq hiksik iksivajuq iksivaaqtuq

17 ki akla aklunaaq angajukligpaaq

18  qp mugpaujaq haqpik uiqaqgpit nuliaqaqpit kingulligpaaq  isigpuq
19 qt qurluqtuq takuniaqtuq itiqtuq isiqtuq ugaqtuq uqaqtuq
20 | gs/h | gaghauq munaghi ugsuq tammagqsimajuq  isigsimajuq agsaq
21 ¢t nuvigluk nukagligpaaq ikiagliq
22 vj kivijaqtuq ivjujuq
23 wvr avrana iluvruaq
24 vg ivgut avguqtaa
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Qitirmiut Nattilik Kivalliq N. Baffin S. Baffin Sanikiluaq
25 jv ifvit
26 jg ifgaak
27  jr tufrufuq
28 g algaut argak
29 Iv ilvit talva
30 It angilraujuq afraaq alraagu
31k uqatraaluktuq
32 gv havagvik nigvik allagvik sagvik
33 gl niglaqtuq aglu igluinnaq iglulik
34 g qimugjuk ugjuk kakiagjuaq qimugjuk
35 v arnarvik aanniarvik uviningniarvik tuksiarvik niuvirvik isirvik
36 1l niaqurliuqtuq  hirluaq alurluijaut qitirluktuq qimirluk aarluk
37  1j qarjut hilarjuaq iglurjuaq iiraarjuk nirjutit nirjutit
38 rm qarmagq garmaq qarmaq qarmaq qarmaq qarmaq
39 hingirniq inirniq arnaq arnaq irniq
40 rng tuurngaq upirngaaq paarnguqtuq irngutaq paurngaq
41 mn imnaq qamniq uvamnit
42 mng  qamnguqtuq imngirut imngiqtuq
43 mr imrut
44 nm tatqighiunmi hanmijuq
45 nr paanruliaq
46 nng  uin’ngaqtuq kannguhuktuq = pighinngittuq uqalugviginnga  sanannguagaq  pinnguatuq
47 ngm  tingmiaq titirarvingmi inungmik angmagqtuq
48 ngn  ihumangnik angna pingna sangniqtuq
49  mrng imrngusiq
total 49 39 42 33 20 11 10
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Other common pronunciation/spelling issues

This section describes some other common issues that come up when writing in Inuktut, and their

solutions.

Long versus short vowels, single versus double consonants

Take care to observe the difference between long and short vowels, and between single and double

consonants.
tanna should be taanna
ilagiarlugilluniit should be ilagiarlugilluunniit
uvalu should be uvvalu
qanurituq should be qanurittuq

The correct spelling here will depend on the exact word. You can check the spelling in a dictionary such as
Elisapee Ootoova’s Ugausiit Tukingit (for North Batfin) or Gwen Angulalik’s Inuinnagtun English Dictionary.
Or simply listen carefully to your own pronunciation, saying the word slowly and distinctly to hear whether

the sound is pronounced short or long and whether that makes a difference in meaning,

g versusr versus q

Some people may confuse the g and r sounds in spelling, as they do sound similar (both pronounced far
back in the mouth). Check the spelling in a dictionary, or listen carefully to the way you pronounce the
word and “feel” where the sound is in your mouth. If you feel the sound high up against the roof of your

mouth, it is g; if you can really feel it in the back of your throat, it is r.

titigaqtuq should be titiraqtuq
qanugittuq should be qanurittuq

Sometimes g versus r Versus q errors are also combined with errors in following the consonant-cluster rule:

apighuuti should be apiqhuuti

Nasal ng versus r

People may also incorrectly write ng instead of r before a nasal. It can sometimes be hard to hear the
difference between ng and r before a nasal—again, try listening and feeling how you pronounce the word
in your mouth. If the back of your tongue is going up to the roof of your mouth, it is ng. If you are
pronouncing the sound very far back in your throat, it is r.

Another tip to remember: if a word or word root normally ends in q and you add an ending that begins
with m or n, the q becomes r; if the word normally ends in k, the k becomes ng.

angnaq should be arnaq
atungniq should be aturniq

(look at the word root: atuqg-)
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nng versus n'ng

The long or double version of the ng sound is written as nng in Roman.

sanannguaq/hanannguaq
sanngijuq

However, in some dialects, it is also possible to have a cluster of an n sound (not an ng sound) followed by
the ng sound. If the writer wishes to distinguish this sound from the long nng, then this

n + ng cluster may be written with an apostrophe (’) after the first n to show that this n is a different
sound from the following ng.

avin’ngaq
niaqun’ngujunga

This distinction is optional in Inuktut standard spelling. It can be used for writing dialects that have this
pronunciation, but it is not otherwise used.

The glottal stop

Some dialects, mostly in the Kivalliq region as well as the Nattilik dialect, have a sound called the glo#tal stop,
pronounced like a “catch” in the throat before another consonant: ma’na, qi’miq, Qamani’tuaq. If we
want to show this sound in writing, it is written with an apostrophe (), not a t or p as is sometimes seen.

matna should be ma’na

qitmiq, qipmiq should be qi’miq

Confusion with the other apostrophe marking an n + ng cluster (n’ng, as in avin’ngaq) is avoided
because the glottal stop is always after a vowel, whereas with n’ng, the apostrophe is always after an n.

Again, the use of the glottal stop is optional in Inuktut standard spelling. It can be used for writing in
dialects that have this sound, but it is not otherwise used.

Word endings

This section addresses some of the common issues that come up in spelling the endings of words.

The final n

In most of eastern and central Nunavut, words only end in either a vowel or the voiceless sounds p, t, k,
or q. In their everyday pronunciation, people may pronounce the final t as n or the final k as ng to make
the words “flow” better—for example, saying “Iqaluin” instead of “Iqaluit.” However, this pronunciation
is optional, does not affect the meaning, and 7s not reflected in spelling: we always write Iqaluit not Iqaluin,
Aatuvaamut not Aatuvaamun, and so on.
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In Inuinnaqtun, on the other hand, using a nasal sound at the end of the word can sometimes distinguish

different words—for example, iglut (“houses”) versus iglun (“your house”). Therefore, a final n may

sometimes be used in spelling certain words in Inuinnaqtun.
In Inuinnaqtun, the following types of word endings are spelled with a final n:
e Nouns ending in t in the basic form: angun, apun, uumman
o Words talking about “you” or “your”: iglun, inrutaqtin, tuhaqtutin
o The noun endings -mun (“to”), -min (“from”), -kkun (“through”),
and -tun (“like”)

Other types of word endings are spelled with t, even in Inuinnaqtun:

e Plurals ending -it or -t

o Words talking about “we”/“us”/“our”: -vut, -jugut, etc.

-mi versus -mik versus -mit

Another spelling point to keep in mind is to differentiate properly between the endings -mi, -mik, and -mit.

-mi marks the location where or time when something happens. -mik marks the object that undergoes an action.

-mit means “from.”

kiinaujakkuvingmi iqqanaijaqtunga
(the bank is where I work, so -mi s used)

pinasuarusiulaaqtumi gikalaaqtuguk
(next week is when we [2] are going on vacation, so -mi is used)

nutaarmik nasarmik atuqtunga
(the new hood is what I am wearing, so -mik is used)

kuungmit imiqtagattaqtugut
(the river is where we [3+] get the water from, so -mit is used)

Some Inuit, especially in South Baffin, tend to pronounce both -mik and -mit as -mit. But in spelling,
-mik and -mit should always be differentiated so that the meaning will be clear.

Katimajiralaat Kangiqlinirmit katimalaaqtut
should be
Katimajiralaat Kangiqlinirmi katimalaaqtut
(location where)

Ujjigsuttiarnirmit qaujimaqujaujugut
should be
Ujjigsuttiarnirmik qaujimaqujaujugut
(cantion is what we are told to use)
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-ni versus -nik versus -nit

The same rule applies for the plural forms of the endings -ni, -nik, and -nit.

kiinaujakkuvingni Inuktuurunnaqtuqaruminaqgpaktuq
(the banks are where it would be nice to see Inuktut speakers, so -ni is used)

nutaarnik qarasaujaqtaalaaqtugut
(it is new computers we are getting, so -nik s used)

iqqanaijaqtinit titirarviusimajugut
(it is the employees [3+] we are getting letters from, so -nit is used)

Conclusion

Inuktut spelling standards help make communication between regions and dialects easier. All materials
written in Inuktut should follow these standards to ensure that materials can be produced that will benefit

all of Nunavut.
For questions or comments, please contact:

Inuit Uqausinginnik Taiguusiliuqtiit
Toll-free: 1-855-232-1852
867-975-5545

iut@gov.nu.ca

www.taiguusiliugtiit.ca
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Appendix: Nunavut community names

Community name Roman orthogaphy Syllabics
Arctic Bay Ikpiarjuk APALRP
Arviat Arviat NN
Baker Lake Qamani’tuaq SbLo”Dqse
Cambridge Bay Iqaluktuuttiaq ASb 52 DN®
Clyde River Kangiqtugaapik bxPseDLAL
Chesterfield Inlet Igluligaarjuk At S LSe
Coral Harbour Salliq Nec*®

Gjoa Haven Ughuqgtuuq [>sbAsb s
Grise Fiord Ausuittuq <I>AAO®
Igloolik Iglulik AtDOc®
Kimmirut Kimmirut PLP¢
Kinngait Kinngait P**LAC
Kugaaruk Kuugaarjuk dus<e
Kugluktuk Qurluqtuq °d o %)%%®
Pangnirtung Panniqtuuq <egsb)se
Pond Inlet Mittimatalik NLCc®
Naujaat Naujaat a DyC
Qikiqtarjuaq Qikiqtarjuaq PP
Rankin Inlet Kangiqliniq b*ec g
Resolute Bay Qausuittuq B>AAO®
Sanikiluaq Sanikiluaq NoPoJ®
Sanirajak Sanirajak No G
Taloyoak Talurjuaq CoSI ™
Whale Cove Tikirarjuaq NPGSRIe
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